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Caring Ministry 

 
Pastor Christopher P. Vossler 

 

 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I 

have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will 

know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 

13:34-35) 

 

“I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy 

of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and 

gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to 

maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” (Ephesians 4:1-3) 

 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! What joy it was to celebrate together the 

Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ last month, a celebration which 

continues on for seven weeks – a week of Sundays – from Easter Sunday 

until the Day of Pentecost (the end of this month). As Paul puts it in 

Philippians 2, our Lord, though He was in form God, put aside His divinity 

and humbled Himself to become our servant, to love us and care for us and 

give us of Himself. He served His people by healing their diseases and 

feeding them physically and spiritually, and finally He gave us the ultimate 

service by taking on Himself our sins and accepting their punishment. And, 

on the third day, He rose again from the dead to show His victory over death 

and the grave! Now, as God’s people living in the light and joy of His 



resurrection, we have been gathered together into one body, one family, one 

Church together. 

 

This is one of the many reasons for us to be gathered together into the 

Church, why we come together for worship and to receive God’s gifts in 

Word and Sacrament together. As Christians, we do not live in isolation 

from one another. Before Jesus’ death on the cross, He gave His disciples a 

new commandment: to “love one another.” Since His resurrection, the 

Church has sought to carry out that commandment in our relationships with 

our fellow believers. And that command is for you! What a privilege we 

have as members of St. Paul Lutheran Church, that we can care for and 

serve and love one another! Are you yourself feeling crushed and bruised by 

circumstances around you? Lean on your brothers and sisters. Receive 

God’s comfort from your church family. Do you know of a brother or sister 

in the Church who is suffering, whether from illness, from grief, from job 

loss? You can be God’s hands and feet to provide for their need, to listen to 

and share their pain, to comfort them in their suffering! 

 

As the Church, we care for one another because we are all one family in 

Christ. 

 

 

St. Paul Stephen Ministry Corner 
 

“Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ”                                                                                                                        

(Galatians 6:2, NRSV) 
 

 

Michelle DeCoe has completed the training for the 

leadership role for Stephen Ministry. There needs to be 

at least two people in the leadership role. Marilyn 

Bowen has graciously accepted the position for the 

second leader. She would begin training for position 

after voter’s meeting accepts continuation of tuition. 

After completion of the leadership program, Michelle 

and Marilyn will be offering classes for other members 



of the congregation to become knowledgeable and supported components of 

the team. The classes will be teaching members how to support others 

through difficult times. This includes everything from death, divorce, 

medical crisis, moving, life changes and so much more. The struggles of life 

are ever changing as we evolve through life. We in Stephen Ministry would 

like to promote a supportive church environment that nurtures our members 

in need. You are the CHURCH; and we would appreciate support and 

evolvement by the congregation. We never know what is in store for us as 

we navigate through this world. We are hoping to develop preparedness in 

our church for the call. Will you love your neighbors as yourself? Will you 

be the Good Samaritan that stopped to help another in time of need? This 

ministry is centered around God being the main healer. The caregiver is a 

vessel for healing to begin. We are not looking for people to fix others. We 

are looking for people to be open to hearing each other in a supportive way. 

There are skills that need to be learned so you are prepared and not 

overwhelmed. Once you have completed the courses, you may be paired 

with someone in the congregation that needs emotional support, while going 

through a rough time. This would take approximately one hour a week, until 

they are feeling more secure regarding their matter in question. 

Confidentiality is one of the main foundations of this work and is stressed 

throughout Stephen Ministry. If you are interested in becoming a part of this 

ministry, please contact Michelle DeCoe 989-513-1736. I am taking down 

names of interested parties. I would like to know what would work for class 

times in the future; evening, day, weekend or retreat style.…also, be sure to 

visit stephenministries.org  to learn more. 

 

 



 

  “When someone struggles with the overwhelming guilt of a past sin, like 
abortion, repentance and reconciliation are the only source of relief. There is 
hope! ‘If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Through all our days, the 
Lord never leaves us nor forsakes us. He is a patient God, waiting and 
wanting all to come to repentance and be saved.” Deaconess Pamela Buhler 
and Deaconess Chrissie Gillet, Word of Hope – A Life Quote from Lutherans 
For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
 

Hurting from abortion? Word of Hope can help. word-of-hope.org; 888-217-8679 

 

 

An Overview of the Office of Matins 

The Daily Office has given voice to the daily prayer of the faithful in “many and various 

ways” over the centuries (LSB, p. 238; Hebrews 1:1). The name “daily” ties these services 

to the Christian’s temporal existence, defined as it is by our daily rising with the new sun—

a reminder of the Lord’s resurrection—and daily return to bed in the confidence that Christ, 

the Light of the world, would bring safety and repose during the night hours.  Over the next 

few months we will be going through the elements to Office of Matins.  We will be using 

this worship service with some frequency. 

 
Background 

Inspired by Psalm 119:164, “seven times a day I praise You,” plus verse 62, “at midnight I 

rise to praise You,” the day was divided into eight periods of fixed prayer, observed 

historically in cathedrals and monasteries. The services of prayer said at each of these 

canonical hours are known collectively as the Daily Office. It was an outgrowth of Jewish 

and early Christian times of prayer (Acts 3:1), used both congregationally (cathedral hours) 

and especially in the monasteries. From the sixth century, it included eight services each 

day devoted to praying the complete Psalter (weekly) with other readings, hymns, and 

canticles. At one time, it was a discipline required of all clergy. Simplified in most places 

during the Reformation (similarly in later Roman revisions), the Daily Office persisted 

especially in Latin schools. It is often reduced to morning (Matins) and afternoon/evening 

(Vespers) offices, and occasionally a single midday office (reminiscent of cathedral 

practice).  

Matins (also sometimes called “Vigils”) comes from the French matines and the 

Latin matutinus (“belonging to the early morning”). The first service of the Daily Office, 

Matins is prayed in the early morning. Formerly, the service of Vigils was kept in the 

https://blog.cph.org/worship/the-reformations-first-lutheran-hymns


middle of the night in the monasteries, featuring multiple readings interspersed with psalms 

and responsories. Even before the Reformation, elements of Matins (Vigils) were often 

assumed into Lauds as a single morning service bearing either name. In LSB, Matins and 

Morning Prayer reflect this tradition.  

Historically, the order of the Daily Office was in some respects chaotic. Nonetheless, an 

essential core of primary elements formed the basis of later reform. These elements can be 

summarized as follows: 

 Opening Versicles 

 Psalmody 

 Office Hymn 

 Scripture Readings 

 Biblical Canticle 

 Prayer 

There is a clear and simple rhythm to this outline. The Word of God alternates with the 

worshiper’s response in prayer and praise.   

 

Next month:  A description of the Opening Versicles 

 
Excerpted from Lutheran Service Book: Companion to the Services, pages xxxv, xlii, 663, 666–67, 690–91, 697, 699, 701, 703, 

708, 712, 716, © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved 

 
Important Dates for upcoming Ladies Aid activities. We will 

request volunteers and provide details closer to the dates. 

 

May 12, 2023  Ladies Tea Party – All Ladies are invited, please bring a 

friend. More details to follow 

RSVP by April 30, 2023 to any Ladies Aid member or 

Christy Martin  817-757-9577 ckm57@me.com 

June 4, 2023  Ordination Anniversaries & Last Day of Sunday School 

with a Luncheon 

June 8,     Trip to Orphan Grain Train  

June    Strawberry Social – Date to be determined 

Aug 24 & 25   Ladies Aid Rummage Sale   

Oct 6, 2023  Harvest Dinner 

Oct 10, 2023  First Day of the Peanut Brittle Season 

Nov 4, 2023  Craft Show 

Dec 16, 2023  Holiday Cookie & Gingerbread Decorating  

mailto:ckm57@me.com


Ladies Aid Christmas Gifts 2023 

Charity          Gift 
Wellsping Lutheran Foundation       $100 

Lutheran Heritage Foundation      $100 

Lutheran Special Education       $300 

Lutheran Bible Translators       $200 

Barley MacTavish-c/o Midland Area Community Foundation  $500 

Apple of His Eye Mission Society      $100 

AbleLight-Formally Bethesda      $400 

Shelter House Midland        $500 

Salvation Army         $200 

Open Door of Midland        $500 

Lutheran Hour Ministries       $100 

Lutherans for Life         $200 

Sanford Food Pantry Methodist Church Sanford   $500 

Lutheran Indian Ministries       $300 

H.I.S. Restoration Ministries       $300 

Orphan Grain Train         $500 

St Paul Lutheran Church Improvement-fellowship tables $2000 

Seminarian-Adam Thiel        $300 

Large Print Bibles-Grace Lutheran Auburn    $500 

Christmas Gifts to those who provide church services  $1600 

Total Donations / Gifts                                                           $9200 

 

 



 
❀Mother’s Day Quilt Raffle❀ 

 

✿Beautiful 89” x 98” Machine Quilted Sampler✿ 
Will fit a King with 6” overhang or a Queen with 14” overhang 

❀Winner will be drawn on May 14th, 2023 at 11am❀ 

✿Raffle Tickets are $1 Each or 11 Tickets for $10✿ 

❀Available every Sunday from 9am – 11am❀ 
Quilt is currently on display at St. Paul Lutheran Church in the Fellowship Hall  

2045 Lynn St. Sanford, MI ✿ (989)687-2824 



 

From Adam & Jessie Thiel 

 

Dear St. Paul Lutheran Church, 

We both were born and raised in Michigan, Adam moved 

around some but spent most of his life in Grayling MI. I was 

born and raised in Houghton Lake MI where most of my 

family still lives. However, God shifted both of our paths to 

end up at the art department of Kirtland Community College 

where we were both attending. 

 We both worked as lab aides in the art department, 

Adam ran the photo lab teaching students how to develop film 

and I helped students start their art projects in various mediums. We started dating in April 

2017 and we knew it was meant to be right away. We were already talking about getting 

married by our third date. We got engaged in January 2018 and got married the following 

August. We were married in Adam’s grandma’s church, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in St. 

Claire Shores, MI. We were planning to go to an art college next (Kendall College of Art 

and Design) but did not receive enough scholarships to afford to go there. So, we prayed 

about our options and decided that Adam would attend Concordia University of Ann Arbor 

(CUAA) for business.  

 It took a little while to find an apartment to move into, but we finally found one in our 

budget in Canton, MI and moved there in October. We started attending and became 

members of St. Michael Lutheran Church and School in Wayne MI. Shortly after moving 

we both got jobs at the local Hobby Lobby and made wonderful friendships there and we 

keep in contact with many of them. Adam attended classes until May of 2021 when he 

graduated Suma Cum Lauda in with a bachelor’s degree in business. While still a student 

Adam took several theology classes and became friends with some of the professors who he 

talked about the seminary with. After graduating he found that getting a job in his field in 



our area was difficult, so we looked more seriously into the seminary. 

 Adam had felt the call to be a pastor for most of his life but had suppressed it for a 

long time. One reason for this was that his dad, a now retired pastor, had a call to a difficult 

church which caused him to have a bad taste for ministry for a time. After talking some of 

these issues through with the professors at CUAA and Rev. Dreyer (former recruiter for 

CTSFW) he decided it was no longer something that could be pushed off. He applied to 

Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne where his dad graduated almost thirty years 

ago. 

We had a successful interview with the Michigan District to finalize the application 

process. Upon being officially accepted into the program we began to pack up the apartment 

that we had lived in for the last three years. Although it was small, it was our first home 

together and very hard to leave behind. The time came and so did the U-Haul which our 

friends and family helped us load and we hit the road with the final stop in Fort Wayne IN. 

All this moving and it was only a week before summer Greek started in the summer. 

We are currently living in a duplex with a fourth-year family in the other half and lots 

of others in the neighborhood. We made lots of friends quickly and we try to get together 

and spend as much time together as we can while we are close. 

We want to thank you for your support! It means a lot to us, and it goes a long way in 

getting school materials and other necessities. We have also included with this introduction 

letter a copy of our most recent newsletter that we send to our home congregation and other 

supporters. You are also now on our mailing list for future updates and in our prayers. 

 

Thank you again for your support, 

Adam & Jessie Thiel 

 

 

 

 



Dear Friends at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
 

The winter quarter has finally come to an end. The winter quarter is 

primarily characterized by the extra three week break for Christmas which is 

followed by Symposia. In spite of the insisting of the professors that we 

would love the Christmas break, the extra three weeks just makes for an 

extra-long quarter. Although they do genuinely love it because they use the 

extra time in order to write the papers that they will present during 

Symposia. 

Enough about the professors, Jessie and I had a wonderful visit with a 

couple from our sending congregation right before the Christmas break. It 

was nice to see some of the faces that we no longer get to see every week. 

They visited us when they brought down quilts for the Christmas 

Marketplace that the school puts on for the students and their families. The 

Christmas Marketplace has activities and toys for the kids, a quilt for each 

family, door prizes, and a raffle for gift baskets. We didn’t have any luck on 

the raffle this year. 

The first weekend of Christmas Break Jessie’s parents came down and 

visited us for a few days. We explored a place called Sweetwater with them 

which is a giant showroom and warehouse for all things music. While we 

were there, we got a quote for having Jessie’s clarinet recorked so we can 

eventually get her back to playing her music. We played Ticket to Ride and 

otherwise just enjoyed getting to spend some time together. 

My family came down the following weekend on Christmas day which was 

the first time that I got to visit with my dad since moving down last June. 

We had a nice Christmas dinner with all of the fixings like Jessie’s favorite 

green bean casserole. After dinner we played a round of Betrayal at House 

on the Hill and a game of Mario Party with my siblings. My dad and I 

worked on sealing up some of the doors that were leaking frigid winter air. 

We all around had a great Christmas break and got to see lots of family. 

Other big news, Jessie left Hobby Lobby to work at a comics warehouse 

called Discount Comic Book Services (DCBS). She has really been enjoying 

the work and the consistent schedule which includes three-day weekends. 

She is working there with a few friends one of which is a pastor’s wife 

whose husband we met last year at the Michigan district conference. 



Ultimately it is a much less stress inducing job and has been a better 

situation for her as she gets us through seminary financially. 

One highlight from the quarter was the Gatsby Gala which is put on by the 

Seminary Women’s Assembly. It is a catered 1920s themed dance for both 

students and professors. Jessie “went rogue” and dressed up in a 1950s style 

dress and I did my best to do a 20s getup with what I had in my closet. It 

was on the Friday before finals week and was a great mental break before 

the end of the quarter. We had a lot of fun with our friends and look forward 

to attending it again next year. 

Finally, I passed all of my classes this quarter which included Church 

History II, Lutheran Confessions I, Gospels II, and Homiletics I. The only 

big thing of note that comes with passing any of these classes is, that having 

passed Homiletics, I have special dispensation from the seminary to preach. 

I am currently working on a Lenten sermon for my field work church on 

Psalm 130 for Lent 5. I am nervous and excited to preach my official first 

sermon, but it is a small step into the shoes that I am preparing to put on at 

the seminary. 

 

P.S. For those who would like an update on our car situation, we have been 

saving up and are planning on getting a new-to-us vehicle soon. With it we 

are hoping to be able to visit and worship with all of you again. God has 

provided us with great friends, and we have been able to get rides when we 

have needed them, so we have not been left wanting. 

 

God’s Blessing to You from Your Brother and Sister in Christ, 

Adam & Jessie Thiel 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SOCIAL MEDIA 

 

 
Social Media and Website-In a continuing effort to keep our church website current and 

interesting, we are going to begin posting pictures of our members engaged in the various 

activities held at the Church and elsewhere on google and Facebook.  Children will require special 

permission.  If you would prefer not to have any pictures of you posted, please let Linda Mitchell  

know. 

 

MIDLAND COUNTY NEWSLETTER ONLINE – Subscribe here (very informative):   
https://www.co.midland.mi.us and search Midland County Newsletter. 
MICHIGAN MINUTE:  Weekly E-news & Events of the Michigan District, LCMS 
http://www.michigandistrict.org/connect/publications/michiganminute 

SMART PHONE USERS:  There are two free apps available for your devices that pertain to your Lutheran Beliefs?  
LCMS app is free and provides great information including a Daily Devotion.  The other is Luther’s Small 
Catechism app which is also free.  If you have questions or would like to check it out and need assistance please 
contact the church office. 
 
 

The Lutheran Witness is now a free digital app.  Once subscribers download the free Lutheran 
Witness magazine app, each new issue automatically will be sent to their newsstands for 
convenient viewing.  Note:  While the app itself is free, you will need a paid subscription to the 
magazine in order to receive it via the app.  If you have any questions or would like to see 
whether the magazine is available for your device, visit www.cph.org/witness to learn more or to 
download the app.  You may also call Concordia Publishing House at 800-325-3040. 
 

Lutheran Service Book - EBook Edition at enews@cph.org    OTHER SOCIAL MEDIA: 
www.facebook.com/thelcms  www.twitter.com/thelcms 
www.youtube.com/thelcms  www.lcms.org/socialmedia 

 

KITCHEN GARBAGE Bags:  ALL garbage bags removed from the Kitchen 

MUST be placed in dumpster and NOT left outside the back kitchen door.  

RECYCLING:  A large bin for recycling only has been placed outside the back 

kitchen door … THIS IS FOR RECYCLING ONLY!  We also have smaller recycling 

receptacles around the church which are marked with a recycling symbol. 

 

 

https://www.co.midland.mi.us/
http://www.cph.org/witness
mailto:enews@cph.org
http://www.facebook.com/thelcms
http://www.twitter.com/thelcms
http://www.youtube.com/thelcms
http://www.lcms.org/socialmedia


      LADIES AID 
 

The third Wednesday of every month is set aside for 

our monthly meetings at 9:00am 

Ladies Aid Board 

Christy Martin-President / Carolyn Sutton-Vice President 

Pam Kastl-Secretary / Vicki Barnard-Treasurer  

 

Questions may be directed to:  Christy Martin 

817.757.9577 email CKM57@me.com or             

Carolyn Sutton 989.631-3953. 

BULLETIN / NEWSLETTER 

INFORMATION 

If you have information you would like placed 

into any upcoming bulletins or newsletters, 

please submit to the church office via email at 

stpaullutheran@tds.net, calling 687-2824 or by 

placing it in the church office mailbox located 

between the restrooms downstairs.  Don’t 

forget to state the date(s) you’d like your 

information to run. 

DEADLINES 

Newsletters  20th (monthly)  

Bulletins         Wednesday’s by 

Noon 

 

LWML “Celebrate the Lord of the 
Nations”-Registration is now open for 

the 40th convention of the Lutheran 

Women’s Missionary League set for June 

22-25 in Milwaukee. Registration is $160 

through March 14, $180 from March 15 

through May 10 and $205 from May 11 

through June 10. There are also one-day and 

spouse registration options.  Learn more and 

register at lwml.org/2023-convention. 

    

Mother’s Day- May 14th  

Memorial Day Outdoor Service – May 

28th 

 

Voter’s Meeting will be on 5/21 @ 

11am.   

 
Men’s Breakfast: 2nd Saturday of the month 
 
Ladies’ Bible Study: 4th Saturday of the Month  
 
Euchre Night: 3rd Saturday of Month 7pm 
 
LifeLIght Bible Study: Tuesday @ 7pm and 
Wednesday @ 1pm 
 
Pastor Hoogerhyde Bible Study: Thursday @ 
2:30pm @ the Hoogerhyde’s residence. 
 

The Ladies Aid have planned an outing to 

Tour the Orphan Grain Train in 

Sebewaing. The date is June 8, 2023. We 

will leave church about 8:45 am. It takes 

about an hour to get there. If other ladies 

are interested we are happy to have them 

join us.  There are some Grain Train 

Wishlists available on the board downstairs 

if interested in taking a donation when we 

go. 

 

Church cleanup 

day for Saturday, 

May 20, starting 

at 9 AM. 

 

 “BECAUSE WE CARE” 
Prayer Request:  If you or someone you 

know are in need of prayers please call 

Edna Rottiers at 989-687-9687.  Those 

with additional prayer request please 

complete a prayer slip and give to one  

of our Elders before the service or to one 

of the Ushers during the offering.  Your 

mailto:stpaullutheran@tds.net
https://www.lwml.org/2023-convention


prayers are important and our Lord does 

promise to answer. 
 

Pastoral Care: Please contact the Pastor @ 

cell 973-303-8252, office 989-687-2209, or email 
stpaulrev@tds.net.  The Church Office (989-687-
2824) / cell (989 859-9300) email 
stpaullutheran@tds.net, or Deacon Don Barnard 
(989-751-7726) email: esocidnator01@gmail.com. Or 

stpauldeacon@tds.net if you or anyone you know 
are in need of a visit from the Pastor or Deacon 
whether it’s an illness, hospitalization, nursing home 
or shut-in. It is important to us that we receive these 
communications to plan a call or visitation. May 

God’s blessings be upon you today and every day! 
 
Our florist is, HANNAH'S FLOWERS, in Midland.  She 

will be making us a $25 arrangement.  Please continue to 
return the vases back to the church to help keep the price 
lower.  All other florist prices were higher.  You will continue 
to make your flower payment to the church.  Any questions, 
please talk with Carolyn.               
Thank you,  
                                                         Carolyn 631-3953 

 
May Altar Guild representative is Kathy Engblade 
989.631.6447  
 

     To our families with small 

children:  Relax! You and 

your children are welcome to 

our worship service! Being in 

worship with you to observe and 

participate in the service will help them 

to learn how to behave in church – and 

they will learn that best by watching you 

worship on a regular basis! Sit anywhere 

in the sanctuary that you wish. The last 

two rows of pews are set aside for 

families with small children, but you 

don’t have to sit there. In fact, sitting 

close to the front so your children can 

see what’s happening may help them to 

feel more involved in the service. If they 

need something to keep their hands 

occupied, please ask one of the ushers 

for a copy of the children’s bulletins for 

them to color. If for any reason you need 

to take your children out of the sanctuary 

so they can calm down, feel free to bring 

them into the bathroom at the back of the 

church. In addition, at the bottom of the 

stairs we have a cry room to the right, as 

well as the fellowship hall to the left. 

With the speakers in the basement, you 

will be able to hear the service while 

your child calms down. If your children 

don’t want to sit still or be quiet through 

the whole service, there is absolutely 

nothing wrong with them: they are young 

and learning. The sound of children in 

worship is the sound of the Church’s 

future. 
 
 

Please be on the lookout for 

“phishing” emails and Texts that look 

like they were sent from Pastor.  If you 

get an email or text asking for something 

from Pastor, read the from line at the top 

to see that it was sent from “stpaulrev”, 

or the Pastor’s phone #, or ask Pastor.  

The bad guys are searching trying to 

scam people.   
 

If you are interested in private Communion 

…for whatever the reason.  Pastor Vossler and 

Deacon Barnard are willing to share the Body and 

Blood of our Lord and Savior in a private setting. 

Please contact at their listing for Pastoral care. 

 

THRIVENT  
 

Thrivent Action Team Dollars:  St. Paul 

Members who belong to Thrivent Financial 

have a unique opportunity to provide financial 

help for a project here at St. Paul.  Each 

Thrivent member is eligible to receive $250 

twice per year from Thrivent to contribute to a 

St. Paul project.  Examples of projects include:  

mailto:stpaulrev@tds.net
mailto:esocidnator01@gmail.com
mailto:stpauldeacon@tds.net
https://www.hannahsflowers.shop/


parades, Wild Game Dinner, Easter Breakfast, 

Harvest Dinner and many others.  If you are a 

Thrivent Member that would like to help us 

with Thrivent Action Team Dollars on future 

projects please contact the church office to be 

placed on a list.  Your help is greatly 

appreciated! 
 

CHOICE DOLLARS 

I WOULD LIKE TO THANK EVERYONE WHO TOOK 

THE TIME AND MADE A PHONE CALL TO THIRVENT 

FOR THE CHOICE DOLLARS.  I’M ASKING EVERYONE 

WHO HAS A THRIVENT POLICY TO CALL, EVEN IF IN 

DOUBT REGARDING YOUR POLICY ELIGIBILITY.  

CALL 1-800-847-4836 THEN PUSH 1.  THIS IS A PHONE 

CALL, NOT A COMPUTER GENERATED VOICE.  THEY 

EVEN SPEAK ENGLISH AS THEY ARE BASED IN 

APPLETON, WISC. CALL IN APRIL 2023, JULY, 

OCTOBER, AND THEN AGAIN IN JANUARY 2024.  

THESE FUNDS ARE DIRECT DEPOSITED INTO THE 

CHURCH’S BANK ACCOUNT, SO YOU DON’T HAVE TO 

HANDLE THEM. THESE ARE 2022 EARNED DOLLARS 

BEING GIVEN IN 2023.  NEXT YEAR MAY BE MORE OR 

LESS DEPENDING ON THE ECONOMY. 

-WILLIAM P. MITCHELL 

/ 
St. Paul Coffee Mugs are 

available for $5.00.  If 

interested, please see  

Linda Mitchell or Margie 

Dittmer 

 

Mission of the Month:  May, 
we are receiving offerings for 

LCMS Ministry to Armed Forces which 

supports almost 200 

chaplains.  These “pastors in 

uniform” represent the church and 

provide Word and Sacrament 

ministry to military personnel and 

their families 
 

Sanford Food Pantry – Please 

continue your support of this very 

worthwhile local ministry.  . There are 

refillable canvas bags from the Midland 

County Emergency Food Pantry available on 

the food pantry table in the fellowship hall. 

The bags have a suggested list of items and 

instructions. You may take these bags home 

and place the purchased items in the bag and 

return it to the church. The bags will be 

delivered to the Sanford Food Pantry the last 

week of the month. The empty bags will be 

returned to the church to be used again.  Thank 

you for all of the items and monetary 

donations.  Your donations are appreciated, but 

please note that the Food Pantry does not accept:  1)  

weight-loss products; nor 2) food items with an 

expired date.  If you prefer to make a monetary 

donation, please put in the Public Relations Mailbox.  

Thank you for your consideration in helping those less 

fortunate.  Please make the check payable to Sanford 

Food Pantry                                                       

Current needs are: Hamburger, Chicken, or 

Tuna Helper 

Pictorial directory-Anyone who had their 
picture taken or submitted a photo for the St. 
Paul Lutheran Church Directory can pick them 
up.  Please check with Linda, Margie, Ruth or 
Kathy to help retrieve yours from the office.  
 
Has your contact info changed?  If so, please 

contact the church office (687-2824) or 

stpaullutheran@tds.net and provide us with the 

changed information (address, phone, email or 

any other information). 

 
Hear Pastor’s Sermon message from last 

week online 
@Stpaullutheransanford.net just 
click on the microphone on the home 

page and refresh your thoughts (and refresh 
the page) on the sermon message from the 
previous week.  

mailto:stpaullutheran@tds.net


 

Nativity Project-We are accepting 

donations to the Nativity as we work 

toward the purchase of a set.  Please 

make your donation out to the 

church and note that the amount 

should be directed to the Nativity.  

Any ?’s please check with Gerianne. 

 
We are looking for anyone with 
military service that is not already 
on display in the fellowship hall to 
contact anyone on the public 
relations board to submit your 
picture and background 
information.  Thank you 
 
 

 

Sunday School Attendance Recognition: We 

are taking Sunday School attendance in order 

to acknowledge those that attend frequently.  

Awards will be given after the first 4 weeks 

and then quarterly throughout the year.  This 

will be recorded by weekly attendance and 

does not have to be consecutive.  

 
 

 

Social Media and Website-In a continuing 

effort to keep our church website current and 

interesting, we are going to begin posting 

pictures of our members engaged in the various 

activities held at the Church and elsewhere on 

google and Facebook.  Children will require 

special permission.  If you would prefer not to 

have any pictures of you posted, please let 

Linda Mitchell know. 
 

 

Prayer Request: If you or someone you know are in 

need of prayers please call or email Edna Rottiers at 

989-687-9687 / hughrottiers@gmail.com . Those with 

additional prayer request please complete a prayer 

slip and give to one of our Elders before the service or 

to one of the Ushers during the offering.  Your prayers 

are important and our Lord does promise to answer 

 
 
 

Pastoral Care: Please contact the Pastor @ 

cell 973-303-8252, office 989-687-2209, or email 
stpaulrev@tds.net.  The Church Office (989-687-
2824) / cell (989 859-9300) email 
stpaullutheran@tds.net, or Deacon Don Barnard 
(989-751-7726) email: stpauldeacon@tds.net or 
esocidnator01@gmail.com if you or anyone you 
know are in need of a visit from the Pastor or 
Deacon whether it’s an illness, hospitalization, 
nursing home or shut-in. It is important to us that 
we receive these communications to plan a call or 
visitation. May God’s blessings be upon you today 
and every day! 
 
 
 

Please be sure to lock the church up last one 

out  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:stpaulrev@tds.net
mailto:stpauldeacon@tds.net


May       Birthdays and 

Anniversaries 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3  4  5 6 

 Nick Gettel 

Emily Sanderson 

Susan O’Connor 

 

Confirmation 5pm 

LifeLight 7pm 

LifeLight 1pm Ann Reith 

Hoogerhyde Bible 

2:30pm 

Elder’s Meeting 6pm 

 Jason & Angela Martin-

Annv 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Worship Service with 

Communion 9:30am 

Bible Study 11am 

Christopher Sanderson 

Lynn & Larry 

Terbush-Annv 

Confirmation 5pm 

LifeLight 7pm 

LifeLight 1pm Hoogerhyde Bible 

2:30pm 

 

 Men’s Breakfast 8am 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

Mother’s Day  

Worship 9:30am 

Bible Study 11am 

Bev Bauknecht 

Laurie Bell 

Barbara Fauver 

Ray Bauers Jr. James Dittmer 

 

Confirmation 5pm 

LifeLight 7pm 

LifeLight 1pm Owen VanKuiken 

Hoogerhyde Bible 

2:30pm 
 

Trustee Meeting 6pm 

 McKelle Dost 

Warren & Shari Draves-

Annv 

Mary Nielsen 

Euchre Night 7pm 

 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

Worship Service with 

Communion 9:30am 

Voter’s Meeting 11am 

 

Evelyn Eshleman 

 Warren & 

Charlotte 

Robinson-Annv 

Confirmation 5pm 

LifeLight 7pm 

Amanda Heilig 

Troy Laplow 

 

LifeLight 1pm 

Hoogerhyde Bible 

2:30pm 
 

Tom & Michelle 

DeCoe- Annv 

 

Daniel & Mary 

Schweitzer-Annv 

Adalyn Gettel 

Stephanie Smith 

Ladies Bible Study 

9am 

28 29 30 31    

Memorial Day Outdoor 

Worship Service 9:30am 

Bible Study 11am 

Scott Bell Patricia Billingsley 

Rachel DeCoe 

Hazel Hurley 

Christopher Reger 

Confirmation 5pm 

LifeLight 7pm 

LifeLight 1pm    



May Volunteer Schedule 

  7-May 14-May 21-May 28-May 4-Jun 

ALTAR FLOWERS Open 
Margie & James 

Dittmer 
Open Open Open 

ALTAR GUILD Carolyn Sutton  989.631.3953 

GREETER SCHEDULER Edna Rottiers 687-9687 

FELLOWSHIP Open 
Mother/Daughter 

Banquet Treats 
Open Open Open 

ORGANIST Heidi Stecker Heidi Stecker Sara Glynn-Dischaw  
Sara Glynn-Dischaw 

Memorial Day Outdoor 
Service 

Heidi Stecker 

PROCLAIMER 
Pastor Emeritus Samuel 

B. Reith 
Pastor Christopher P. 

Vossler 
Pastor Christopher P. 

Vossler 
Pastor Christopher P. 

Vossler 
Pastor Daniel Kempin 

SUNDAY SCHOOL STAFF 

GeriAnne 
Barnard/Larry 

Terbush 

GeriAnne 
Barnard/Larry Terbush 

GeriAnne Barnard/Larry 
Terbush 

GeriAnne Barnard/Larry 
Terbush 

GeriAnne Barnard/Larry 
Terbush Last day of SS 

USHERS 

Linda Mitchell & 
Marilyn Bowen 

Curt Bowland & Bill 
Draves 

Curt Bowland & Bill 
Draves 

Memorial Day     Elders Stacy & Gary Smith 

ACOLYTES Sam & Jace Deklan & Jeffrey Garrett & Jackson Jackson & Lucas Open 

ELDERS Mark Sprenger, Bob Burnison, Deacon Donald Barnard, Deno O'Connor, Bill Mitchell, Larry Terbush & Mark Burns 

 

 


